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SAY. Petals, I lot track of you In

that ghastly mob. I'm sorry. By

the way. wasn't that tall fella In

the uniform the nn Lieut. What's-hts-na-

that was honeying around Mrs.

Neff?"
Persis sai in too fierce a mood to con-

tinue that nonsense. She turned on Wil-

lie aa a ahe-wo- lf turns on a terrier at
her heels:

"Oh. Lord! Can't I escape you for a
moment Do go somewhere and smoke

something. Or If the worst comes to
the worst, drink something: but don't
stand there making green eyes at me like

an ape."
Green eyes like an ape!" he echoed,

stupidly. "Well, 111 be " Then an
unusual vigor of wrath stirred him.

"Look here. Persls, I won't have you

make fun of me. Id rather have you

hat me than make a fool of me. I won't
be laughed at I wont."

Persls groaned with repugnance: "Oh,

you've ceased to be a laughing matter to
me. Willie."

Willie was about to reply In kind, but
ha gave her a long look and, seeing how

beautiful she was, grew more tender.
"Everything seems to have ceased to
be a laughing matter to you. Persia.
What has come over you? Before we
were married you were always laughing
-- at everybody. But from
the time wc were married you quit laugh-
ing. Hang it all, I married you to cheer
me up a bit. What in heavens name has
changed you?"

Before this weakness she relented a lit-

tle. "Oh. nothing has changed me. Don't
worrv about me. I'm just a trine bored
wish life."

'W suppose you're just tired of me,"
he sighed "everlasting me. I must be
a nuisance to you. Lord knows I am to
myself!"

She looked at him with suddenly gen
tler eyes. In contemning himself he was
romn-.endin-

g himself. The best approach
to a human tribunal, as to a divine, is a
humble and a contrite heart. She put
out her hand to him, but he did not see
it: he set off to find some one to lead
him to a Scotch highball. And Persi.--.
now that she was rid of him. was free
to glide forward to the marble bench,
where she could see Forbes half con-
cealed in a grotto of shadow and a mood
of gloom.

The thought of what she was about to
do gave her pause She realized the
atrocity of attempting to keep Forbes
m mind when she had taken such sol-

emn vows so publicly. She must be
kinder to Willie. She tried to dismiss
her conscience by. telling herself that It
would be childish to run away from
Korbes. She caught sight of Mrs. Neff
hovering about with the recaptured
Alice. She dreaded what interpretation
Mrs. Neff would put uron her appear-
ance in the environs of Forbes. She re-

membered with what fierce criticism she
had always met the slightest Indiscre-
tions of other married women.

she happened upon the surrep-
titious Stowe Webb, and learned that
Senator Tait and Forbes were leaving
Paris in the morning to take the waters
somewhere Vichy. Carlsbad. Marlenbad,
or Matlock: he was not sure where.

She sent for Willie, and he came with
a slight elevation of manner which
showed that he had found some one to
arrange him at least one Scotch-and-sod- a.

He was demonstrative in the car and
very affectioiiate in the elevator at the
Hotrl Meurice. where they were stop-pins-

This did not endear him to Persis
His man exchanged a glance with her

inaid as thev peeled off their wraps.
When man and maid had been sent to
hed Willie came shuffling into Persis'
dressing-roo- where she sat staring at
her doleful beauty in the mirror. He saw
hoT listless she was. and was awkward-l- y

eager to cheer her "up. He could not
have depressed her more than by trying
to cheer her up.

lie tried to shake off gloom as a wet
spaniel shakes off water.

"Oh. I say. Persis. buck up' Don't
feel like this. "You're so beautiful:
you're simply ripping tonight." He laid
his hand on her bare arm. She started
at his touch and before she realized it
gasped. "Please don't raw- - me."

He stared at her. aghast: "Do you
hate me as much as that?"

"Oh. T don't hate you. Willie! It's my
self T hate." Persis cried. "You mustn't
mind nie; I'm just 3 little blue and
lonely."

He laughed grursomely. "Bride and
monm together on honeymoon, and both
terribly lonely Gad! I wonder if other
married couples com" to feel this way
when the honeymoon turns to green
cheese. And do thev just bluff it through
It reminds me of that chap in Hogarth's
Mariage a !:i Mode, where the wife Is
vawning and the hushand Is sunk back
in his chair in a dismal stupor. Only he
was drunk 1 think I'll get drunk."

He stumbled out to find his usual
nepenthe. When he came back her door
was lock d.

P- rsis sat in grim communion with her
imag" for hours. She faintly heard her
husband's tapping on her door, and call-
ing through it at intervals in thicker and
thicker speech. Put it was like a far-of- f

rumor from a street. She was In
session with herself.

She took her boudoir rap from her hair,
and sat in the cascade of it peering
through as from a cavern, and smoking
alwavs She was smoking much too
much, but she felt a companionship In
tobacco. As she held the rap In her
band be thought of Forbes: and the

was so joyous that she
vowed lo brave the world to get back to
bjm.

Then she pictured how he would look
at her when h understood. She imag-
ined him starting back from her aj from
something abhorrent. She threw a rig- -'

ivuMn at tlA- - 'fl,-- n in th. vln.- - rA.... ... . . u ... ..., , ... ,,, .,,.- - , , . i aivi
rasped: "Pagh"' She could endure any
thing lietter than such cheapening of
herself In Forbes' eves. And after r
while she Penan to think of her self-r-

spect. She had onlv herself. She must
keep that self precious.

Worn out at last with her silent nnr.
she bent her head on her crossed hands
and fell asleep among the fripperies of
her dressing-tabl-

Hours later she woke In broad davlight
and crept to bed with tingling arms and
aching forehead. She. did not wake
again till noon. Nichette had tipVSed

her like a sentinel and had kept
Willie at a distance. He discharged her
a dozen times, but she simply shrugged
nnd sniffed and answered him in French
too rapid for him to follow or reply to.

When Sit last Persis sat up with her
coffee and crescents on her knees Nich
ette read to her the news In the French
columns of the Paris Herald. She learned
that Ambassador-elec- t Talt and his

ce had gone to s.

Willie came In with new plans for Per

sia' diversion. He suggested a visit to
Switzerland and Lake Geneva Shs
would have liked to go to the mountains.
There was something heroic In them. But
Evlan was closely adjacent to Switzer-
land. She nobly suggested Norway and
Sweden. The thought of fjords and mid-
night suns and things was also heroic.

In the meanwhile she must make haste
to dress for the Prix dea Drags, and she
took some Interest In the choice of a
gown sufficiently striking to insure suc-
cess in the fierce rivalry of that great
costume race.

Everybody said that the world had not
seen such undressing In public since the
Grecian revival at the time of the

Persis was not the least as-
tounding figure there. She felt that after
a deed of such sacrifice as she had
achieved in forswearing love, she hadtf '" as you now.Willie raised a temped about her gown.
but she felt that she had done enough
for him. She was suffering that morning-

-after sullenness which follows unus
ual Indulgences In virtue as well as oth
er excesses.

Life once more was a tango. She
shifted from costume to costume like

model. She went the
rounds of thee dansants. and musleales,
and embassies, town houses, hotels, and
chateaux, watering places, and moun-
tains, lakes, and seas. But she kept away
from Switzerland till she read that Am-
bassador Tait was at his desk In Paris;
and then she avoided Paris and went to
Trouvllle.

And so the days totaled Into weeks, and
the weeks became a month, two. three,
six. The fled from boredom to boredom.
She skimmed the cream of life and whip-
ped it. and it turned sour. Though her
abiding places were all oases and her
tents were of silk, she led only a Bed-
ouin existence. After all. she and Willie
were but tramps velvet-cla- d hoboes. Va-
riety became monotony, luxury an op-
pression, contentment a

She went to America and found that
loveless contentment was not among the
Yankee Inventions. She went back to
Europe, and it was not among the Pari-
sian devices. There was everything for
sale on the Rue de la Palx except peace.
She had not come to Paris purposely to
find Harvey Forbes, but she had sick-
ened of being good, and she had grown
nauseated with denying her heart. If
fate willed that their communion should
be renewed she would no longer tampr.
with destiny.

She wondered if time had cured Forbes'
love. She wondered if he cared for some
one else Mildred Tait, for instance, or
some Parisian witch. At the mere
thought hrr heart beat like the wings of
a wounded bird, and she knew that she
loved him and always would love him.

This was her humor when she met
Forbes again. She had tried In various
ways to gain Invitations to affairs of
the Embassy. But Tait wasted no
diplomacy on cutting out the Enslees.
He was the more brutal about this since
he felt that was guarding his daugh-
ter's welfare.

And then the Enslees came to Paris
In an unusual snowstorm, and winter
set in about the old man's
undermined heart. He did his best to
keep Persls and Forbes apart: but when
were the old ever vigilant enough to
thwart the young?

One day Mrs. Mather found
the Enslees shivering like a pair of
in a restaurant famous for Its cuisine
and infamous for its hestlng

She asked them If they were
coming to the dansant she was giving at
her home that afternoon. They had for-
gotten all about It. and Persls pleaded
an engagement with her doctor. Mrs.

was "so sorry. There
be hardly any Americans there, then,
except the old faithful and
Capt. Forbes."

Persis' heart warmed Instantly, but she
said she was afraid that she had some
other engagement booked: In any case,
they might drop in for a minute. She
shivered exultance and blamed It
on the chill.

When 5 o'clock came round Persls care
lessly remembered the to
Mrs. Mather Kdgecumbe. Willie was out
of humor. Persis angelically urged him
to stay in his room and nurse his cold.
Her unusual thought for his welfare
startled him. It delighted him. He de-
cided to stay by her and get more of
the tenderness she lavishing today.
She could not shake him loose. fe

The dansant was a failure In Mrs.
Mather mind, and In her
sister Winifred's heart, for the storm
kept most of the Parisians away, and the
Ambassador sent word by Forbes that
he would be tardy if he came at all. He
pleaded motives of state. But he sent
Forbes with his apologies.

Forbes, having been on a visit in his
official capacity, was again in uniform.
His eyes and cheeks were aglow from
the cold, and Persis watched him with
adoration as he came nearer and nearer.

He did jiot see her, even when he
paused to talk to Mrs. so
close to Persis that she could have
touched him. And when she could not
endure the delay any longer, she thrust
her hand beneath his eyes, and mur
mured: "Capt. Forbes doesn't remember
me. but I met him

ocean

upon
with

such

pity

of

assure
such

How very

Forbes distraught: he "I
not make

me."
went mock

all of
Just I

There
hint danger
again

slashed:
love

your love,
Persia, seriousness.

refused your only your hand.
I

"But I
"Yes. tak-

ing word
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him, I knew than I now."
She walked away to a niche beside a
statue where they could talk be

being
by the crowd. She upon

a settle ot old rose and motion
ed him to side. Then, while face

fan proclaimed that their con
versatlon of voice
was deep with elegy:

to Just. If had
nh ie ...... .J I

".?t"T hCT.drPrle-!then- . HarvTy then"!

dressmaker's

overworked.

Edgeeumbe

arrange-
ments.

Edgeeumbe

Ambassador

Edgectmtbe's

Edgeeumbe.

could that such a thing as
a love-mat- Is feasible

"But I was poor!" reiterated,
with a knell-lik- e persistence

That Fate's fault, mine."
said In all solemnity. "But
haven't I been with you?

that loved I confessed
that I loved you."

"Was it honest, then, to give me
your heart?"

"My heart has always beenyours for asking and
Forbes with a sudden: "What

are saying? have a
now!"

"What does Persls'
grim reply. don't
in tne inside of my heart. didn't

thank God! Before world. I

and I should be have

his
"Qh. be

are
not am

those lonely

Persls
evade we

lee

d'ye

years Have
vou course you

abhor Forbes some-m- y

ten are to thing farce,
'Don't be indiscreet" 'Beware Enslee of the In

what What more, and
could husband ask?" was the

tossed his hands He! under thigh.
gave up. creed she with voice. "Oh.

his lie. lost mv would
wasn't world. can't mind for

understand a said." turned

were his

manner fan. into mire
so nodded Forbes

out was door. laughter
Don't the brayed

was the but
wioe swam. the wealth. weight than' mused aloud. "And vou thinkcut swath. But found whose loves :till?'my more disgist

soldier were Har
vey. lonely, lonely. My
heart is is an
house, and ghost haunts it.
ghost don't

ghost
"And know." Forbes

"what ghost haunts me."
melted

suffering. She leaned close to
ago." periume appealed to

Her voice, suddenly out thes perfume wherewith one flower cills
grave memory, him. He to another in the noontime of desire
whirled so sword caught Ani1 "Harvey, I'm going

gown. knelt secret that I've hardly
and there was laughter confu-- J dared to crossed
sio. and Mrs. Edgeeumbe to find you!"
called away by newcomer, they He with longing
were together. horror He "My

Persis beamed complete dis-jo- d' on honeymoon!"
array of all and spoke in there seemed
affected though mind be somewhere tur- -

in seethe. key-tro- t. There was here.
last we meet again' And and music was to

nificent we are our gorgeous there something whimsical about
second seen vou 'act that tune this
believe we are no longer; nnw ragtime

Then, Persls

plain captain! Capt deissohn March.
Harvey Forbes. S. they Persis was so eager to in Forbes"

rich What didn't, arms again, and dance so ample
wait little!" an excuse, into mask

Forbes was hurt at her flippancy. He: horror.
smiled on: "I long.

wealth whoop of violins swept
are vastly heeoming; almost as becom- - away all solemn things as honor.

as ail these and epaulettes, decency, duty. and caught
and things." She walked him. It was
looking him an Ish body, lithe.
flcer. 'Tm-m- !
fioent!"

nice! Magni- -

was groaned,
see you've forgotten to fun
of

But Persls on in petu-
lance: "It wasn't at to
cast me off because married Wil-
lie."

was so dire meaning in her
and so much In playing
with fire whose scar he still

Forbes ceased fencing and
"Why do torment

refused once."
"Never my dear boy."

with abrupt "I
never love

always encouraged your love."
was poor," Forbes

you poor." Persls said,
his and turning It against

"and less do

without
ing overheard, but. visible, were
chaperoned sank

gold ana
her her

and her
was the Idlest, her

"Harvey, try be you
been rich

are

he

have believed

Forbes

was not
Persia

honest You de-
clared you me;

not

whole
the still la"

recoiled
you You husband

that prove?" was
"I owe him anything

He
tnat the
owe him everything, the

Enslee
groaned.

public

Willie,

enough.

empty; deserted

said:

band

"We hsven:t dsneed
purred

title your wanton

buttons
around

nice

bore thst
me? Tou

said

They swung with
cynicism. only of his

horror foolish, mut-
tered: "How could you?"

"Come to Paris?"
"Yes."

back niche.
know

had
watching

look on Forbes' face her snswer-in- g

mile.
PerstC Ignorant of espionage,

sighed. It Is wonderful to to-

gether again!"
"Wonderful." Forbes panted. "But

is In a crowd, and married."
"That does mean I never

to see alone, does she asked,
anxiously challenging!.

Forbes wise enough and
enough aware of passion to say. married.'

discovery and scandal would be
only result."

"Not If we very discreet." Per-
sls pleaded, thinking
months.

"But your husband?"
uttered that ugly truth.

we ran gossip abroad, shall be
enough at home.

as in Willie Ens-- !
joggled up th very moment. He

showed Influence of mild tippling on
limited rapacity, and, coming forward,

shook hands foolishly forcibly with
Capt. Forbea "How do Mr. Ward."
he drawled.

"Capt. Forbes, dear." Persis corrected.
"That's right. I an sss

about names. Ward. haven't
and years, have we?

ly wife? of

to open indiscretion, for. revolted. There
commandments condensed loathsome about little

and reminded him clown "I
of people will say!' Pagllaccl." like snother

a Nedda. determined to finish
Forbes In despair. scene. Tucking fan

her end be-- ; said innocent
understanding. I've somewhere;

"I bred In your I vou looking It?"
thing have he Obediently snd wandered

gave demand
and

from afar and blindly that experiments

faint
nave and She

that
ambition isn't enough, politlca Tait rime1 gestureyour

I'm terribly
like

have you who
is?"
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by kinship
agesi-"''1- '

very him
leaping the
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quickly that his

He terrible
over tell myself:

then
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your

Everywhere that
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such
"At how mag- - expected:

uniform! was
It's onlv
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resolutely

Mr. but
And
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his
for ever

and
you and

embrace. the same
like irresistibly and

how

you

the

my
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were

buy

the

mat

own

the

and and hopped
The remnant

was bewildered,

she
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the and

that
you It?"

and
was still

his own
'But
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"If

safe

slways

if

And not

the

and

was
Mr. seen

you for
met Oh.

any wss was
the

two:

her her
She her were

fan

you

cut the

but "

you

it it

is

the some of the

i

But
her

you the
has

for
won. he

the I've was
any Am- -

the

was

of
s"e

her
the the

was
her.

or
the

his day

was

I've
And

A.'
was

she

she

He rose her
his girl- -

over

you

own

not

the

old

was pale and weak. bassador. such love
felt !cgins being

hut he hsd least more
good tight him. and found
Forbes plainly though strug
gling, Persis gossamer web. the old
man resolved make the right what-
ever

After moment hesitation he
briskly forward with blunt:
me moment. Mrc. Enslee. have

for the cap-
tain. These you know."
And led Forbes room,
the llbrarv. where low torte.

boy. cooked
errand you away from

her."
But Forbes tossed his head this as-

persion his ability take care
himself. He "I'm afraid."

Tail's eyes grew very sad. though
smiled when said: "Well. I'm

afraid for you. You're not
when you're her magnetic circle

up seeing that had
of "Men- - followed them the room,

your the

utter

his voice Persis' benefit: "You'll find
the papers desk. Read them

and sign them they're right.
must be mailed this evening." Then

he pushed the reluctant and
faltering captain from the room,
leaving time say. "You'll excuse

Mrs. Enslee?"
Persis and answered

with thinly pique. "I'll have
Rut she would not surrender him eas-
ily. She called after Forbes. "I'll expect
you soon you have signed
those alleged

The was Jolted. He could
think of nothing say. He watched
Forbes go. then started follow: noted

felt you still loj-e- that Persls was and remembered
still love you. and because thought you the laws courtesy enough ask:
were perhaps "May send you an ice your hus- -

"Afraid. eh?" He his profes-- j band?"'
slonal soldier's pride Are. "Well, "An Ice husband V Persls was
don't think you find coward." forced smile such

And his srm about her "Neither, please. Sit down,
vise spun her dizzily dor."
she was rejoiced by his brutality. Talt had not this. With

the that was her, "Er ah! Thank you!"
spoiled her rapture. again that! sested himself far possible from
swoon of fear, and made him lead he! her leather she

their
did Ambassador

come In and watched
vortex, now with

you

well

nrst

cost.
came

communication

of

lips
responsible

into

him

to."

will

and

decalogue;
She felt as

Immediately

She
rose, crossed room, and sat next

him. There was no escaping her now,
and Tait felt like calling for help.

Persis forsook the modulations

diplomacy and straight to point
"Ambassador Talt, why don't you like
me?"

"Why admire you immensely,"
rntsned maz,.d

"You love Capt. don't you ?" venerably father. He was
Persis lunged his heart again; and he

solemnly
"Yes, do, as were my own son."
"Why don't you want me see him?"
"Why do you want to see him? You're

"But they don't keep women harems
Paris very dull win-

ter. Don't take Capt away
again."

"As remember, you gave him
orders once yourself. Tou mustn't

mind he goes of his own accord now."
"But he won't go of his own accord

don't make him. Why do you?
object-lesso- You're afraid of me?"

Persls.

hardly

Oh.
Persis laughed with kind of pride.

"Really! You flatter me! But why?"
Talt twisted his big. soft hands togeth-

er and stared at her long while before
could speak. "This very embarrass-

ing, Mrs. but since you are
frank, let me ask one question. Will
you answer frankly?"

"That depends upon the question." Per-
sis chuckled, never dreaming of its na-
ture. When came was:

"Are you love with Capt. Forbes?"
She laughed evasively now. "What

remarkable question!"
The old repeated the
"Are you love with Capt. Forbes?"
"I think he very nice," she dodged.

"Rut what has that do with
friendship

"Friendship!" Talt exclaimed, with bit-

terness. "In day, Mrs. Enslee,
about, scanning floor carefully and. have seen proudest
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can't
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the divan.
Persls. forgetting that was her

enemy, leaped his aid with
womanliness. "You are 111; let me get
you something."

Talt straightened an
now, thank

you. I let myself get
that's alL" He was by

In his behalf. He at
her sadly, and, her hand, spoke

Forbea too

Forbes

you

lawyer demand:

families

Why""'

death'"

for her to be sad for his "I'm
for you. little woman. a

big. warm heart: but Is a cold,
world, you try break Its

They based on the
and of of years,
millions on foolish lovers. The
world Is old, my child, and It Is

than any of us. It can
Don't risk It."

"You're of I sup-

pose) I must give up sll of
punishment take my

a little man."
That Talt cried. "Litre

square In open. the conven-
tionalities; they're the world's code of

If really love
him go his '

prove to you that I love him!"
she said, "I'll give
him He used think I was

and He shall go on
so. It's hard, hut Is

the one wsv I help
her Talt wrath

of "But up
the way. bleaa at any even if I

won't see
with all at in a

soul. she a
step the door.
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to good-b- flee "What in

to God is a man to
think I fooling hushand am a If
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man' again.

j(sa ""-- a

Forbes followed the at if it already the among men.

His of a; chortling idiotically. "Fan. who's New York the could not everything.
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She trembled the storm of his

"But I don't I don't love
any more. I am

"You can't look me in the eyes. Per-
sis. repeat that lie."

tried vainly to meet his glare.
weakly. "Why, I"m

"t'o you love still?" he demanded
Of course

He wanted to strike her. primevally
for a a liar, a female cad. He

and "Well,
that everything simpler. Good-by.- "

she seized his arm and threw off the
"Harvev, Harvey, I can't

it. I can't the thought of
I It. I can't live without love. I

don't care what happens. I never did
love anybody but you. I never

Talt donned in manner the black cap love came back in a wild wave. He
of a Judge. "Such as yours j seized her blindly, and blindly In

broken.

could

would
as safely can.

fight me?"

course.

"N-no- ! not!"

coward,

stand

his arms, sobbing: "I am so unhappy.
so unutterably You must love
me. Harvey, for I love you. I love

They were as of their peril as
and in or the love

philter. Only the old Ambassador, who
had to shield their fare-
well, saw them. The vision was like a
thunderbolt To hear of a scandal, to
convinced of It is as nothing to seeing It.
That comes like an an inde-
cency, a slap In the face. The Ambas-
sador was furious with Ha
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saa I'll
stormed Into the room: '"Can
ray oyss? Are you bot lost to common
sense? Is this your discretion. Mrs. Ens-
lee? Do you realise where yau are"

Persls toppled out of Forbes' relaxed
embrace, and spoke a dase: "No

forgot I must be out of my mind."
Talt was filled with contempt "What

if It had been any of the guests that hadyou two as I did. Whs
If I had Enslee!"

Persls wss as amazed as he was. She
"I know I know but I can't

stand everything."
Talt tried to patch up Ins broken plan.

"Harvey, you've disappointed bitter-
ly. But give you one more chance to
retrieve yourself. me nover
see Mra Enslee again."

Forbes shook his head.
Talt could hardly believe his sensea

"My God! Must the deep friendship of
two men always be at the mercy of th
flrst woman that comes along? Harvey.
Harvey. beg you to give thisup!"

"I can't."
Talfs voice glittered with angef.

"Tou've got to. command you to! To
can't commit this infamy and remain
with me!"

Forbes set his jaw hard. "I resign."
Tait snapped: "I accept."

was frantic at this outcome of
her passion. "No. no! Oh, don't! I'd)
rather die than be the cause of breach,
between you two." She clutched Talf
arm. "Don't listen to him!"

Forbe seized her other 11! not
give up again. You belong to me."

are wrecking my trust In hu- -
The old man slim hand In! manlty." groaned: then

both "lazed again. I'll break this In- -
"It's you! And Itrtgua cost, have to tell

you him again?"
"No." she the vigor of Persis stared him panic "Toa

her Then caught glimpse of couldn't do that."
Forbes. He He Talt had made to Hs

looking her. amended hung before loathsome
"Except tell him of the tattle-tal- e. th.-

got tell him good-b- y and make, "f do? If your
him was only only him. contemptible cad.
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don't tell blm I am your accomplice." He
pondered deeply, and chose between the
evils. "Well. I'd rather have you two
think me cad than to he criminal and
a coward." He took another step to the

Persls clung to his sleeve. "Oh. I Im-
plore you'"

He shook her loose. "I am going to tell
your husband what saw."

And then the man most deeply concern-
ed appeared In the doorway Willie Ens-
lee stumbled at the sill and spoke with a
blur: "Pershish. itsh time we wera
dres-hin- g for

Tait looked at him in disgust, then at
Persis and Forbes, who stood cowering;
with suspense. The old man shivered In
an agony of decision. 'Mr. Enslee, I
must tell you

He clapped his hand to his heart, and
strurgle at the words: "I must tell you

must tell you good night'"
He could not force his tongue to th

task. The fierce effort broke him Ho
wavered. A sudden languor Invaded him.
His muscles turned to sand. He crum-
bled in a heap.

Forbes ran to him. and with all diff-
iculty heaved the limp huge frame into a
chair that Persls pushed forward. Ha
straightened the arms that flopped like

scarecrow's, and steadied the great
leonine head that rolled drunkenly on
the Immense shoulders. And he spoke
to Enslee as if he were servant.

"Run for a doctor cuick you fool"'
Willie staggered away, almost sobered

with fright. Persis stood wringing her
hands. Through her brain ran the music
of the tango they were playing:

At the derlVs ball, u the deril's teO,
Dancing wtth The rteil oh. the htt'e 1em'
Dscc-.iu- ; at the devil'a ha!:.

She ran to the door like a fury and
shrieked: "Stop that music! For God's
sake, stop that music!"

The music ended In shreds "f discord.
The dancers paused in.
then turned like huddle of jrious cat-Ti- e

and drifted toward The chor. Persis
returned to Forbess side. and.
close, heard the old man speaking thick-
ly as his hands fluttered feebly about
Forbes' arm.

"Harvey I'm so sor-r- y for you and
for her. Take care of my poor
won't you?"

"Yes. yes!" Forbes whispered.
The soft hands glided along Forbes

arm in a fumbling caress.
goo' bov. You've been a

a a a son to me.
Goo'-b-- h Good-by!- "

Forbes bent down and pressed his lips
to the old man's forehead.

servants with wan faces glid
ed through tie crowd, and, lifting the
r'.ialr. struggled from the room wiih its
great burden, the old head wagging, the
lips laboring at the messages they could
not accomplish.

Forbes followed the chair as ir it wer-- '
already the coffin of his ideal amors-me-

Persis wailed in a trance, shaken
now and then with sudden onsets of
ague, but otherwise motionless. her
whole sole pensive. Willie hur.g about
her. whining:

"I say. old girl, let's be getting hflme
feel all creepy. Awfully uniortunite,

wasn't it- - Let's be getting home. Rot-
ten luck for The Ambassador. Nice old
boy. Too. I.eT's be gemni home."

rsls did not answer. By and by "Wi-
llie went In search of his coat and her
furs. The other guests dispersed. Out- -
fide There was munVd hubhub of chas-
seurs calling carriages and cars, of horns
squawking, of doors slammed.

Persia stood fixed, still staring where
Forbes had gone. Suddenly her face
lighled up. Forbes wandered back allj
bewildered. She force! her hand on him,
and he Took it idly. It some tlraeai
before he could speak that ultimate words!
"Dead!"

Persia wrung his hand and sighed:
"Poor old fellow! I'm sorry he hatedl

me so bitterly. He said he'd fight against!
my happiness Till he died, and now

Forbes did not hear her. He w,
thinking only of the foster-fathe- r he hacH
lost. He mumbled, with dark dejection:

"I'm alone now alone!"'
But Persis' face was overswept with a

shaft of light. Glancing over her shoul-
der, and seeing that " no one was near
their door, she moved closer to Forbes.
laid her other hand on his. and spoke
with all meekness and with a question-
ing appeal.

"Not alone. Harvey? rm here."
Ho opened his vnched eyes llttla

and met her upward gaze. He closed hlsi
eyes again against her. She waited.
Only a moment, and then with suddenj
frenzy he gripped her in a mad emhraceJ
and her lips with his. She closed
her eyes In ecstacy.

Immediately he stsrted hack from hr
in horror, groaning: "What am think
ing? And he's just dead!"

"He's dead, hut live"" She meant
only to soothe him. but through her low,
voice sn exultance broke like a bugle of
triumph, and she whispered again: !'
live! I live!"

So the eyes of Jsel must hare widened
when she had driven the nail through
the temples of Sisera
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